REPORT / ARTICLE / EDITORIAL FOR LOCAL PAPERS ON 

K·F·O·K COMMUNITY RADIO’S MARCH 6, 2007 “READ ACROSS AMERICA” EVENT
The Read Across American event held at K·F·O·K Community Radio in Georgetown, California was an overwhelming success with well over 100 Divide students and community members participating.  This annual reading motivation and awareness program sponsored by the National Education Association (NEA) calls for every child across America to celebrate reading on or around Dr. Seuss's Birthday on March 2nd.  In cities and towns all across the nation, teachers, teenagers, librarians, politician, actors, broadcasters, athletes, parents and other community members develop activities to bring excitement in reading to children of all ages.  The NEA began this program in 1998 and it has quickly become the largest celebration of reading this country has ever seen.  
 

This is the third time that KFOK has participated in this event and it was brought to our community by KFOK broadcaster and board member Nina Blonski.  Nina is a reading and education advocate who raised two valedictorians and currently works at Golden Sierra High School.  She has hosted the radio program “StoryTime” which focuses on reading books for children and young adults for the last four years.  This year she remained at the helm organizing the Read Across American event but left it in the capable hands of the volunteer staff and broadcasters at KFOK to conduct the day long event that celebrated our children's enthusiasm for reading.
 

We chose March 6th to celebrate Read Across American because it offered us the most time to devote to our children by providing them the very unique day-long experience of broadcasting their reading on the air-waves at 95.1 FM and over the internet at www.kfok.org .  KFOK in fact opened up their studio to children of all ages from 9 AM in the morning straight through until 5 PM in the afternoon.  We started our day at KFOK with 1st and 2nd grade students from Georgetown School reading poems and short stories of all descriptions with many of Dr. Seuss's books represented.  Operations manager David Blonski and program director Marian Smith manned the controls while teacher Zady Wirth directed students from her 1st grade class and those of Kathy Laird's 2nd grade class in a group performance followed by individual and paired readings.  You could tell by the smiles on everyone's faces that teachers, students and watching parents we're all having a great time.  There were even a few tears of joy to be seen. 
 

Shortly after Mrs. Wirth’s class finished, Theresa Allen's K-1 class arrived from Creekside School and the whole process was repeated and as they were finishing up Suzanne Chaves’s 3rd Grade students began lining up outside the back door where KFOK broadcaster Roland Chaves kept the traffic of children, parents, and teachers flowing smoothly.  Before we knew it 2 hours had already passed by and fortunately we were able to document the whole day by recording our broadcast and taking plenty of pictures which will be posted soon on the KFOK website at www.kfok.org..... just click on the gallery link to get a peek.
 

After finishing up with the Georgetown and Creekside classes we got a short break when broadcaster and KFOK board president Louise Elliot showed up to read a few of her favorite poems after which Marian Smith read a couple of passages from a book entitled "Don't Sweat the Small Stuff.... and it's all small stuff".  David Blonski followed that with a reading of Dr. Seuss's "If I Ran the Zoo".
 

At 11:30 we we're visited by Kim Taylor's Drama Club and Oral Interpretation group from Georgetown School to be treated with a short radio play and some very well rehearsed readings.  It was very exciting to see children who were dedicated readers and performers show off their expertise in reading and they really did an outstanding job.
 

Waiting in the wings was Christine Ide who filled in for Bobbie Kahnberg of the local Methodist Church to read a few children's Bible stories.  As Christine left the studio, David Blonski found himself alone for the first time all day and it was now after noon.  David then presented the works of a couple of local writers.  First he read a couple of chapter's from " A Time to Remember" by Patricia  Forseth and then played a recording of “Barnaby and Thor” by Sue Hegarty.  As David read another couple of passages from "Don't Sweat the Small Stuff", broadcast volunteer Pat Leeds came in well versed with information about the Read Across America program and Dr. Seuss that he had dug up on the internet to share with our listening audience.
 

With the studio in good hands, Mr. Blonski left to run errands and copy CD recordings of the days events that were dropped off to the schools along with commemorative bookmarkers that acknowledged our local students participation in the days events.  As David visited the schools and local district office he was greeted with big smiles and great enthusiasm and was delighted with school superintendent Rob Schamberg's support and enthusiasm for the program.
 

Meanwhile, back at the studio, Pat Leeds was spinning his usual broadcast magic and presented a very entertaining radio play entitled "Greater Tuna" that was recorded by Golden Sierra High School staff including principle Audrey Keebler, Liz Ketelle, Sheila Chilton, Nina Blonski and Ed Larson.   Pat was then visited by David Crouthammel who did an absolutely flawless reading of one of Dr. Seuss's well known books. Next on our broadcast line up were 4 award winning essays written by Golden Sierra High School students Adrienne Percy, Emily Sander, Ashley Altman and Cody Hess.  Mr. Blonski was fortunate to make it back to the studio as the essays were read by these students and was immediately impressed with the compelling way that these essays were written and read and it was really quite obvious why these essays were chosen as the best in the county.  When a school district can help students of this caliber reach their potential there is a lot to be proud of by everyone involved.  Congratulations to the students, teaching staff, administrators and parents of the Black Oak Mine Unified School District.  It was a joy to see our children at their very best.
 

As the afternoon marched on we featured Northside School's participation by taking the time to play two hours of their students reading that was recorded beforehand.  We're not sure of how many students participated from Northside but it was a impressive body of work and we want to thank the students and staff along with vice-principle Drew Woodall for getting the recordings together and dropping them off at the studio. 
 

To finish off the day Nina Blonski and high school student Mandie McCall shared some of their favorite books and short stories and Mandie read several of her own poems along with others that have inspired her as a reader and writer.  Once again we found the enthusiasm and the light shining in the eyes of this young woman to be an inspirational and joyous experience.  
All in all we are very pleased with the outcome of our Read Across America event and KFOK Community Radio wants to thank everyone involved for making this such an outstanding and rewarding experience for us.  Our program director was especially impressed and felt that it was imperative that we do this again next year as the value of celebrating our children was obvious to everyone in the studio.  Special thanks of course go out to Nina Blonski for once again organizing this fantastic event.
KFOK Community Radio is licensed to the American River Folk Society and is an all-volunteer, non-profit organization that relies on the support of Divide community members and businesses.  If you would like to get involved with your local community radio station and join our all-volunteer staff or offer financial support by becoming a member or programming underwriter please contact us at, KFOK Community Radio, P.O. Box 4238, Georgetown California, 95634.  If you would like to call you may leave a message on our office message line at 530-333-4335 or you can contact us by e-mail at info@kfok.org.  If you wish to make a donation, please make out checks to “KFOK Radio”.
Remember that since our low power 2 watt signal at 95.1 on the FM dial has such limited coverage of the area we are additionally streaming our signal on the internet so you can also tune into our live broadcast by visiting our web site at www.kfok.org.  Thank you for supporting your local community radio station F·K·O·K - LPFM – GEORGETOWN – 95.1 FM.
